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+ Please Stand

The Baptism of Our Lord
Welcome & Announcements
Piano Prelude

“Fanfare on ‘Nicaea’ ”

Nancy Hill Cobb

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires

known, and from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth

is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P Most merciful God,
C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors and ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us,

and for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

+

Opening Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy
1

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art and evermore shalt be.
3

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow’r, in love and purity.
4
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and
sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C And also with you.

The Gloria

The Prayer of The Day
Children’s Sermon

The First Lesson

Isaiah 43:1-7

\

1But

now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame
shall not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you
are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I
give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your
life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I
will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do
not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is called by
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and
made.”
Chancel Choir
The Second Lesson
14Now

Acts 8:14-17

when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not
come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

C

P The

Holy Gospel
third chapter.

According

to

St.

Luke,

the

C
15As

the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary;
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 21Now
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C

The Sermon

Rev. Peter J. Hartmann

The Sermon Hymn
I Love To Tell The Story
1 I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story; I’ll sing this theme in glory
and tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
2 I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God’s own holy word.
Refrain
3 I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest. And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song, I’ll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long.
Refrain
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911

The Apostles’ Creed

+ I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers of The Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction

P

C

The Lord Bless You & Keep You, The Lord Make His Face
Shine on you and Be Gracious to You, The Lord Look Upon
You with Favor, and Give You Peace.

+

The Closing Hymn

Let Us Break Bread Together
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees.
Refrain
3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees.
Refrain
Reprinted with permission - CCLI# 2257020

One License - #A-735401

Text: African American spiritual

The Communion
Organ Postlude
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

Arr. Cindy Berry

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We Welcome You to
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church…
Whether you are a long time member, friend at St. Paul’s, or here
for the first time, we are glad you are with us in worship today! If
you are in need of pastoral care, please give us a call.
If you will be entering the hospital or preparing for any surgical
procedures, please let the Pastor know so he can plan to visit and
have prayer with you during this time.
All are welcome to partake in The Communion at the end of the
service. After The Consecration, as you leave, receive the Blessing
and The Body & Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ and then proceed
to the Narthex to exit.
Thank you for checking the “prayer list” posted in the bulletin
today and for helping us to keep this list current by notifying the
office with any updates.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We Remember in Our Prayers…
Betty Bacon, Kevin Boatright, Ronnie & Delores Boatright, Angie
Briggs, Jean Camp, Chuck Campbell, Jennifer & Rob Campbell,
April Cory, Virginia Huber, Denny Jacobi, Clarke Jones, Don
Kennedy, Shirley Kennedy, John I. Lanier, Ann Lariscy, George
Martin Sr., Joan Martin, Jane McClain, Nancy Merk, Rita
Monson, Jodi Ragno, Leonora Reid, Frankie Rivenbark, Ed Robb,
Kay Robb, Kay Sellman, Bonnie Sessums, Barbara Tyson, Bart
Waller, Melissa Waller, Rachel Warsaw, Simone Wiggins, Wayne
Woodside and Stan Woo.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Current Budgetary Needs Each Sunday From 2021 Offerings
$8,000.00
Received From Current Offerings Christmas Eve
& Last Sunday, Lessons & Carols
$5,348.00
Received From St. Paul’s Angels Last Week / Total Received
$ 6,000.00 / $ 44,900.00
Worship Statistics Last Week In Person & At Home
8:30 - 26 11:00 - 53 Facebook - 132

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Worship Leaders & Staff...
Senior Pastor… The Rev. Peter J. Hartmann
Director of Music & CFO … Donald R. Martin, Jr.
Senior Organist … Rebecca T. McClain
Office Administrator … Fran Snipes
“The Epistle” … Betsy Martin
Facilities Coordinators …
Rebecca T. McClain & Richard Wolf
Facebook Live Broadcasting… Lisa B. Martin
Chancel Choir Soprano Section Leaders …
Melissa Flummerfelt & Sarah P. Taito
Chancel Choir Tenor Section Leader … Carl Lettow
Chancel Choir Bass Section Leader … Anthony Broadnax
Pre-School Director … Gina Johnson
Assistant Pre-School Director … Cynthia Thomas
Parish Housekeeping … April Reilly
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Lectors Today
8:30 Charlie Schafer 11:00 Scott Leary
January Altar Guild
8:30 Patty Cannady
11:00 Pat Sparks & Mickie Waldhour
Liturgical Service Cantors
8:30 Emma Martin 11:00 Scott Leary
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A Very Special “Thank You” for All
Who Contributed Christmas Gifts
for the Inspiritus Angel Tree.
You Helped to Brighten Christmas Morning for
Twenty-one Children in Foster Care!

