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+ Please Stand
Welcome & Announcements
Piano Prelude

“Angel Suite”

Island Harmony “Coventry Carol”

Arr. Phillip Keveren
Traditional

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires

known, and from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth

is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P Most merciful God,
C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors and ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us,

and for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

+

Opening Hymn

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
1

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.
3

4

We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow’rs that wither and decay.
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.
5

All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C And also with you.

The Kyrie

The Prayer of The Day
The Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle

Chancel Choir
“Comfort Ye”

John Carter

The First Lesson

Micah 5:2-5a

\

2But

you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the
little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the
rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.
Island Harmony
The Second Lesson
5Consequently,

“Mary Did You Know”

Traditional

Hebrews 10:5-10

when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body
you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I
have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book
it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the
second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.

C

P The

Holy Gospel
first chapter.

According

to

St.

Luke,

the

C
39In

those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why
has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C

Ella Foose (11:00 am)
“O Holy Night”
The Sermon

Traditional
Rev. Peter J. Hartmann

The Sermon Hymn

Away In A Manger
(TUNE: CRADLE SONG - WOV#644)

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
3

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
Text: North American, 19th cent.
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This Morning at the 8:30 Service...
We Welcome by Infant Baptism

Rocco Antonio Dominguez
Son of Betsy & Manny Dominguez
God Parent, Daniel Dominguez

8:30 AM

Service

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of
Baptism we are reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By
water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the Church which is
the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his people, we grow in
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. Who presents this child for
Baptism?
We do.
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You
should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God’s house,
and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments. As he grows in years, you should place in his hands
the Holy Scriptures and provide for his instruction in the Christian
faith, that, living in the covenant of Baptism and in communion with
the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. Do
you promise to fulfill these obligations?
We do.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize. Do you renounce all
the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Rocco Antonio, I baptize you in the name of the Father, + and of the
Son, + and of the Holy Spirit +.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing
your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up
to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon
Rocco Antonio: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence.
Amen.
Rocco Antonio, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and
mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given
them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their
child. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may share
eternally with their child the salvation you have given them, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Through Baptism God has made this new brother, a member of the
priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise
of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.
We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same
heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God.

The Apostles’ Creed

(11:00 am)

+ I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers of The Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction

P

The Lord Bless You & Keep You, The Lord Make His Face
Shine on you and Be Gracious to You, The Lord Look Upon
You with Favor, and Give You Peace.

C

Island Harmony “Carol of The Bells”

Traditional

The Closing Hymn

+

Go Tell It On The Mountain
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
2

The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain
3

Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Reprinted with permission - CCLI# 2257020
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The Communion
Piano Postlude
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

Arr. Mark Hayes

Today We Welcome to Our Worship Service ...
the “Island Harmony Quartet” featuring Melanie Clearman,
Amanda Richards Whitfield, Becky Tatman &
our own Carol Stemsrud. Welcome Back & Thank You!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We Welcome You to
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church…
Whether you are a long time member, friend at St. Paul’s, or here
for the first time, we are glad you are with us in worship today! If
you are in need of pastoral care, please give us a call.
If you will be entering the hospital or preparing for any surgical
procedures, please let the Pastor know so he can plan to visit and
have prayer with you during this time.
All are welcome to partake in The Communion at the end of the
service. After The Consecration, as you leave, receive the Blessing
and The Body & Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ and then proceed
to the Narthex to exit.
Thank you for checking the “prayer list” posted in the bulletin
today and for helping us to keep this list current by notifying the
office with any updates.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We Remember in Our Prayers…
Betty Bacon, Kevin Boatright, Ronnie & Delores Boatright, Angie
Briggs, Jean Camp, Chuck Campbell, Jennifer & Rob Campbell,
April Cory, Virginia Huber, Denny Jacobi, Clarke Jones, Don
Kennedy, Shirley Kennedy, John I. Lanier, Ann Lariscy, George
Martin Sr., Joan Martin, Jane McClain, Nancy Merk, Rita
Monson, Jodi Ragno, Leonora Reid, Frankie Rivenbark, Kay
Robb, Kay Sellman, Bonnie Sessums, Barbara Tyson, Bart Waller,
Melissa Waller, Rachel Warsaw, Simone Wiggins and Stan Woo.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Current Budgetary Needs Each Sunday From 2021 Offerings
$8,000.00
Received From Current Offerings Last Sunday
$5,930.00
Received From St. Paul’s Angels Last Sunday / Total Received
$ 4,600.00 / $ 18,500.00
3,179.00

Worship Statistics Last Week In Person & At Home
8:30 - 41 11:00 - 53 Facebook - 69

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Worship Leaders & Staff...
Senior Pastor… The Rev. Peter J. Hartmann
Director of Music & CFO … Donald R. Martin, Jr.
Senior Organist … Rebecca T. McClain
Office Administrator … Fran Snipes
“The Epistle” … Betsy Martin
Facilities Coordinators …
Rebecca T. McClain & Richard Wolf
Facebook Live Broadcasting… Lisa Martin
Chancel Choir Soprano Section Leaders …
Melissa Flummerfelt & Sarah P. Taito
Chancel Choir Tenor Section Leader … Carl Lettow
Chancel Choir Bass Section Leader … Anthony Broadnax
Pre-School Director … Gina Johnson
Assistant Pre-School Director … Cynthia Thomas
Parish Housekeeping … April Reilly
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Lectors Today
8:30 Betsy Martin 11:00 Gene Henry
December Altar Guild
8:30 Natasha Smith & Kristin Chmela
11:00 Lisa & Ben Neville and Donna Wall
Liturgical Service Cantors
8:30 Emma Martin 11:00 Scott Leary

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

April Reilly
Fran Snipes
Gina Johnson
Sarah P. Taito
Cynthia Thomas
Anthony Broadnax
Rebecca T. McClain
Melissa Flummerfelt
Donald R. Martin, Jr.
The Rev. Peter J. Hartmann

From Our Homes to Yours...
The Pastoral Staff and Administration of
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Day Care
Wish You a Happy and Blessed
Christmas Season!

